In New South Wales (NSW), it is illegal to sell or supply tobacco to a person under 18 years of age. Most people who become long-term smokers start smoking in their teenage years. Early uptake is associated with heavier smoking and greater difficulty in quitting. Preventing adolescents from becoming regular users of tobacco is an important goal of tobacco control programs in Australia. [1] [2] [3] [4] In 
Results

Smoking prevention
In 2005, among students aged 12-17 years, 92.4% had a lesson or part of a lesson about tobacco smoking. There was no significant difference between male and female students. Students aged 12-15 years (93.6%) were significantly more likely than students aged 16-17 years (89.1%) to have had a lesson or part of a lesson about tobacco smoking. There was no significant difference by socioeconomic level, or between urban areas or rural areas; however, students living in the North Coast Area Health Service (96.4%) were significantly more likely to have had a lesson or part of a lesson about smoking, compared with the overall student population.
Smoking behaviour
In 2005, among students aged 12-17 years, 10.3% were current tobacco smokers. There was no significant difference between male and female students. 16-17 years (18.4%) were significantly more likely than students aged 12-15 years (7.3%) to be current tobacco smokers. There was no significant difference by level of socio-economic disadvantage, or between rural areas and urban areas; however, students in the Greater Southern Area Health Service (14.1%) were significantly more likely, and students in the Sydney South West Area Health Service (6.9%) were significantly less likely, to be current tobacco smokers, compared with the overall student population. As shown in Figure 1 , there has been a significant decrease in the proportion of students who are current tobacco smokers, between 1984 (27.3%) and 2005 (10.3%).
Smoking addiction
In 2005, among students aged 12-17 years who were current tobacco smokers, 21.3% thought they were addicted to tobacco. There was no significant difference between males and females, by level of socio-economic disadvantage, or between rural areas and urban areas; however, students in the Greater Western Area Health Service were significantly more likely to think they were addicted to tobacco (58.6%), compared with the overall student population. There has been no significant change in the proportion of students who think they are addicted to tobacco between 2002 and 2005. 
Smoking influences
